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BETH SHOLOM CONGREGATION 

20 West Second Street • Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Morris Kosman, Rabbi 



November 12 f 1991 
B.S.D. 



Dear Mr. Weisberg, A.M.S.H. 



Thanks for both your letters. I hope you are feeling well, you and your wife. 
I have no excuse for not answering you sooner, excepting that I am not going to 
write what you want to hear. 

I don*t recall whether or not Rita Gordon, then acting president, spoke as a 
result of a board decision, or was that her own feeling? I truly don*t recall, but I 
do remember very well, decisions about Roy that took place at board meetings. At 
that time, Ellie Kinland was on the board and part of a group. Catholic and others, 
that had formed to meet with George Delaplaine. At that time the consensus of 
opinion wsls not to help Roy sell newspapers by doing consistent battle with him. 
The views of the board at that time had with it a ghetto mentality, *keep quiet and 
it will go away. * 

We have a different kind of board now. I read your second letter to the 
board and explained my position, which of course you have been waiting to hear 
for at least three years. 

I sun grateful that you are putting a lantern to the dark columns of Roy. 
There sure others from our synagogue that watch his columns and are quick to 
respond. It doesn^t always get in the newspaper. Morrie Kelsey is on the board and 
is a constant rebutter to Roy. Hal Neufeld, Leo Sperling, Leo Reisberg and others 
that I cannot recall at the moment. His columns do not go by without some strong 
comment, amongst whom you are one of the strongest, thank Chd. 

I am not comfortable in tangling with Roy in a public forum. As long as 
someone is doing it, I will gladly bow out. Whether you may label it as cowardice, 
hiding my head in the sand or whatever, so long as someone is responding, I am 
satisfied. UsuaUy, not always, but the respondents read me their rebuttals for my 
opinions and support. 

Meeting with George Delaplaine on at least thz'ee occasions and voicing our 
complaints brought nothing in return. 

A ghetto mentality lives amongst us, but that is an extreme way to describe 
what may be a legitimate point of view. There are some who feel that the more 
attention we attract, the more people read his column, the more papers are sold, the 
more we are helping him. That is a legitimate point of view, free of judgmental 
accusations. There are some who feel we do no service by answering. I don^t feel 
that way, but there are many who do. That is a point of view. 



I told all this to the board in the light of your letter which was read. In 
addition, I don^t always feel qualified to really disprove his obvious stretches of 
the imagination. This other fellow who most recently has been writing anti anti 
letters, to whom you replied, asking for proof of some of his statements, he most 
certainly comes out as a self-hating Jew. iVs sad 



I am grateful that you are out there. I don^t have the kind of schedule that 
permits me an orderly kind of existence, ie. you receive a letter, it*s on your desk, 
and you answer it. I*m not looking for sympathy, because I love my work, but 
being the sole energizer vis a vis., Hebrew and Sunday school. Adult classes, fund- 
raisers, services, and myriads of respond now situations, to even begin some 
research to refute some of the callous statements in print is a task beyond my time 
capabilities. Again, I*m grateful that you and the others are responding. Would I 
he the only one to respond, then it becomes a different kind of priority. 

I think that spells it out as clearly as my feelings can be expressed. I believe 
that I*m saying it the way it is from my corner. 



Sincerely and very best wishes ^ 




Rabbi Kosman 



